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place so fast as God shall permit, whether you shall fall to the
Southward or to the Northward of it, and there to stay for the
meeting of the whole fleet the space of ten dayes: and when you
shall depart, to leave marks.
A direction of our course unto the Newfound land.
Beginning our course from Silley, the neerest is by West-
southwest (if the winde serve) untill such time as we have
brought our selves in the latitude of 43 or 44 degrees, because
the Ocean is subject much to Southerly windes in June and
July. Then to take traverse from 45 to 47 degrees of latitude, if
we be inforced by contrary windes: and not to go to the North-
ward of the height of 47 degrees of Septentrionall latitude by
no meanes: if god shall not inforce the contrary; but to do your
indevour to keepe in the height of 46 degrees, so nere as you
can possibly, because cape Rase lieth about that height.
Notes.
If by contrary windes we be driven backe upon the coast of
England, then to repaire unto Silley for a place of our assembly
or meeting.
If wre be driven backe by contrary winds that we can not
passe the coast of Ireland, then the place of our assembly to be
at Beare haven or Baltimore haven.
If we shall not happen to meete at cape Rase, then the place
of Rendez vous to be at cape Briton, or the neerest harbour unto
the Westward of cape Briton.
If by meanes of other shipping we may not safely stay there,
then to rest at the very next safe port to the Westward; every
ship leaving their marks behinde them for the more certainty of
the after commers to know where to finde them.
The marks that every man ought to leave in such a case, were
of the Generals private device written by himselfe, sealed also
in close waxe, and delivered unto every shippe one scroule,
which was not to be opened untill occasion required, whereby
every man was certified what to leave for instruction of after
commers: that every of us comming into any harbour or river
might know who had bene there, or whether any were still there
up higher into the river, or departed, and which way.